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The Golden Tapestry
An arts project linking schools 

across the Commonwealth
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Children working on the 

Golden Tapestry in South Africa, 

Australia, India, Wales, Namibia

 and Mauritius
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The Golden Tapestry
	The Golden Tapestry is a project for primary and special schools across the Commonwealth. Hundreds of thousands of children are contributing their own ideas and portraying their own lives and experiences in a unique collaborative artwork that is being exhibited around the world. 

But the Golden Tapestry is far more than that. Within the project, schools are working together with schools in other countries. Some we are introducing to each other for the first time, others are using the project to strengthen their existing links. Our aim is that all these links will endure beyond the project, providing a valuable legacy on which schools and their communities can build. 

Through working on the Golden Tapestry children are learning to see their lives in a global
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Stanley Junior and Infant School, The Falkland Islands


perspective, to take pride in their own communities and culture and to understand and respect others’.
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Calwell Primary School, Canberra, Australia
	Each school makes a metre square of textural embroidery contributing to a story covering a year in the life of the Commonwealth and describing what different aspects of their lives the children would most like to show Her Majesty the Queen as Head of the Commonwealth if she were to visit them. The briefs the children work on all reflect the principles that unite the Commonwealth, global citizenship and civic values, and conservation and the protection of the environment. It is a very exciting time for everyone taking part and a dazzling celebration of diversity. 

The project is designed to help foster understanding and friendship between people and communities in all parts of the world and to reinforce social cohesion. The project has the backing of the Commonwealth Secretariat and Commonwealth institutions as well as many Commonwealth governments. We have been given


valuable assistance in many countries by British High Commissions and the British Council, and by the High Commissions of different Commonwealth countries in London. We are working closely with the BBC as partners in their worldwide schools linking initiative World Class.
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SVR Government School, Quatre Bornes, Mauritius
	We now have about 700 schools signed up in forty-seven countries: Anguilla, Australia, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Botswana, Brunei, Cameroon, Canada, Cyprus, Dominica, England, the Falkland Islands, The Gambia, Ghana, Grenada, Guernsey, India, the Isle of Man, Jamaica, Jersey, Kenya, Malawi, Malaysia, Mauritius, Montserrat, Namibia, New Zealand, Nigeria, Northern Ireland, Pakistan, St Helena, St Kitts and Nevis, St Lucia, St Vincent and the Grenadines, Scotland, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Swaziland, Tanzania, Trinidad and Tobago, Tristan da Cunha, Uganda, Wales and Zambia 

We are also working to secure sponsorship for schools, particularly in developing countries, by commercial organisations, and to date Anglo American, BAA, BP, B&Q UK, Billingtons, Cadbury Schweppes,     thecentre:mk,      Chiltern 


Railways, Cobra Beer, Fyffes, Geest Bananas, GlaxoSmithKline, Shell, Toyota, Unilever and Windwards Bananas are funding the participation of more than 300 schools, including many in the Caribbean, Africa and South Asia.

More schools are joining every week, and we are hoping to add several more countries to the list too. You can see more than 100 individual tapestry canvases from schools that have completed their work in the Virtual Golden Tapestry on our website www.goldentapestry.com, which is sponsored, designed and maintained by the UK business development company Mpower1 International. 
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	Khoisan (Bushman) children at Hippo Primary School, Namibia and the Tapestry canvas they have created


We are planning a programme of exhibitions across the Commonwealth up to at least the end 2007. In March 2006 we will have a display at the Commonwealth Games Cultural Festival in Melbourne, Australia. As the project progresses, the exhibitions will increase in size until finally all the canvases will come together for exhibitions of the complete tapestry around the Commonwealth in 2006, when the Queen celebrates her 80th Birthday, and through to at least the end of 2007.

The extent of the programme will depend in great part on sponsorship as well as government support. We are therefore actively seeking commercial partners who share our vision and would like to be associated with the Golden Tapestry.  
	The Coronation Day Children’s Party

Buckingham Palace, London
	The very first display was at Buckingham Palace on 2nd June 2003 at the Coronation Day Children’s Party. Although we had canvases from only the few schools which had completed them at this early stage in the project, it represented a wonderful preview to our programme of exhibitions. Her Majesty the Queen was delighted with the progress of the Golden Tapestry project and remarked on the wonderful ingenuity the children showed in their work. Don McKinnon, the Commonwealth Secretary-General is also following the project closely and says “The Golden Tapestry is a project aimed at promoting the value of diversity throughout the Commonwealth. It involves Commonwealth schoolchildren and offers them an opportunity to express what it means to them to be part of the Commonwealth.”
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Part of an Exhibition at thecentre:mk, Milton Keynes in May 2005

There is still time for new schools in any Commonwealth country to sign up, and they can do so from by contacting: 


Lizzie Owen, Chief Executive, The Millennium Tapestry Company

Building 59, Heyford Park, Bicester, Oxfordshire OX25 5HD, United Kingdom

Tel +44 (0)1869 233165 

e-mail goldentapestry@btinternet.com   www.goldentapestry.com
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	Kramel First School,

Northumberland, England
	Musikili Primary School,

Mazabuka, Zambia
	School for the Deaf and Blind,

Ratmalana, Sri Lanka
	74th City of Edinburgh Guides,

Scotland


